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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the communications filed on 17 January 2007. 

2. Claims 1-46 are pending in the application. 

3. Claims 1-46 have been rejected. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The examiner has considered the information disclosure statement (IDS) filed on 29 August 
2003. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Slick et al U.S. 
Patent No. 7,305,556 B2. 

As to claim 1, Slick et al discloses a method of controlling use of a printer on a network, 
the method comprising providing a key to a client on the network [column 6, lines 37-49], 
wherein the key is used to submit a print job from the client to a printer on the network [column 
6, lines 37-49]. 

As to claim 2, Slick et al discloses using the key to encrypt the print job on the client 
prior to transmission of the print job to the printer [column 6, lines 37-49]. 
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As to claim 3, Slick et al discloses using the key or a related key to decrypt the print job 
for use by the printer [column 10, lines 16-37]. 

As to claim 4, Slick et al discloses that the key is specific to a particular user, the method 
further comprising using the key to submit the print job from the client device only at the 
request of the particular user [column 9, lines 25-29]. 

As to claim 5, Slick et al discloses generating [column 6, lines 50-62] the key with a print 
server [column 6, lines 14-17] on the network. 

As to claims 6 and 15, Slick et al discloses the method further comprising: 

storing a related key on a storage device of the print server [column 8, 
lines 9-17]; 

associating the key with a printer driver for the printer [column 8, lines 9- 
17]; and 

installing the driver and associated key on the client [column 8, lines 9- 

17]. 

As to claims 7, 16, 21 and 33, Slick et al discloses the method further comprising: 

encrypting the print job with the key resulting in an encrypted print job 

[column 6, lines 37-49]; 

sending the encrypted print job from the client to the print server [column 

6, lines 37-49]; and 

attempting to decrypt the encrypted print job with the related key stored on 

the storage device of the print server [column 11, lines 36-53]; 



Application/Control Number: Page 4 

10/652,010 

Art Unit: 2131 

wherein, if the related key correctly matches the key used to 
generate the encrypted print job, the print server successfully decrypts the 
encrypted print job and causes the printer to print the print job [column 11, 
lines 36-53]. 

As to claim 8, Slick et al discloses that installing the driver further comprises re-installing 
the driver with the associated key on the client if a driver without the key is already installed on 
the client [column 6, lines 22-36]. 

As to claim 9, Slick et al discloses that installing the driver further comprises re- 
configuring the driver on the client with the associated key if a driver without the key is already 
installed on the client [column 11, lines 16-35]. 

As to claim 10, Slick et al discloses that installing the driver with the associated key 
further comprises installing the key on the client without installing the driver if a driver 
configured to use the key is already installed on the client [column 6, lines 22-36]. 

As to claims 11, 17, 23 and 35, Slick et al discloses that the key allows the client to print 
to multiple networked printers managed by the print server [column 6, lines 8-21]. 

As to claims 12, 18, 24 and 36, Slick et al discloses that the key is provided to multiple 
clients [column 6 line 50 to column 7 line 4]. 

As to claim 13, Slick et al discloses a method of controlling a user's ability to cause a 
client to send a print job to a printer [column 6, lines 37-49]. Slick et al discloses the method 
comprising providing the client with a key specifically configured for the user [column 6, lines 
37-49], wherein the client will refuse to submit a print job to the printer for a particular user 
unless the key associated with that user has been provided to the client [column 12, lines 1-23]. 
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As to claim 14, Slick et al discloses the method further comprising: 

generating the key with a print server [column 6 line 50 to column 7 line 

4]; and 

transmitting the key to the client from the print server over a network to 
which the print server, client and printer are all connected [column 6 line 50 to 
column 7 line 4]. 

As to claim 19, Slick et al discloses a system for controlling a client's ability to send a 
print job to a printer on a network, the system comprising: 

at least one client [column 10, lines 59-61]; 

a print server for managing distribution of print jobs to one or more 
printers [column 9, lines 18-47]; and 

a network connecting the at least one client device, the print server and the 
one or more printers [column 9, lines 18-47]; 

wherein the print server requires a client to use a key provided to 

the client when the client is submitting a print job to the print server 

[column 9, lines 18-47]. 
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As to claim 20, Slick et al discloses that the print server is configured to: 

generate the key with a utility [column 6 line 50 to column 7 line 4]; 
store a related key on a storage device [column 6 line 50 to column 7 line 

4]; 

associate the key with a printer driver for the printer [column 6 line 50 to 
column 7 line 4]; and 

install the key in association with the printer driver on the client [column 6 
line 50 to column 7 line 4]. 
As to claim 22, Slick ct al discloses that if the related key correctly matches the key used 
to generate the encrypted print job, the print server successfully decrypts the encrypted print job 
and causes the printer to print the print job [column 12, lines 1-23]. 

As to claim 25, Slick et al discloses that the key allows any user to cause the client to 
send the print job to the print server [column 9, lines 18-47]. 

As to claim 26, Slick et al discloses that the at least one client comprises a personal 
computer [column 5, lines 35-45]. 

As to claims 27 and 37, Slick et al discloses that the configuration utility is an embedded 
web server that resides on the print server [column 9, lines 18-47]. 

As to claim 28, Slick et al discloses that the storage device is incorporated into the print 
server [column 9, lines 18-47]. 

As to claim 29, Slick et al discloses that the storage device is connected to the network, 
but separate from the print server [column 9, lines 18-47]. 



Application/Control Number: Page 7 

10/652,010 

Art Unit: 2131 

As to claim 30, Slick et al discloses a system for controlling a user's ability to cause a 
client to print a print job to a printer on a network, the system comprising: 
a client [column 9, lines 18-47]; and 

a print server for managing at least one network printer, wherein the print 
server provides a key to the client for use in submitting a print job, the key being 
specific to a particular user of the client [column 9, lines 18-47]; 

wherein the client will refuse to submit a print job for a user unless 

the client has been previously provided with a key specific to that user 

[column 12, lines 1-23]. 
As to claim 31, Slick et al discloses that the print server comprises: 

a configuration utility for configuring the key [column 7, lines 44-61]; and 

a storage device for storing a related key [column 7, lines 44-61]. 
As to claim 32, Slick et al discloses that the print server: 

configures the key specifically for the user with the configuration utility 
[column 7, lines 44-61]; 

stores a related key on the storage device [column 7, lines 44-61]; 

associates the key with a printer driver for the printer [column 7, lines 44- 
61]; and 

installs the key in association with the driver on the client [column 7, lines 

44-61]. 
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As to claim 34, Slick et al discloses that if the related key correctly matches the key used 
to generate the encrypted print job, the print server successfully decrypts the encrypted print job 
and causes the printer to print the print job [column 11, lines 36-53]. 

As to claim 38, Slick et al discloses a system controlling use of a printer on a network, 
the system comprising: 

a client connected to the network for generating a print job for the printer 
[column 9, lines 18-47]; and 

means for providing a key to the client, wherein the key is used to submit 
a print job from the client to the printer [column 9, lines 18-47]. 
As to claim 39, Slick et al discloses means on the client for encrypting the print job using 
the key to produce an encrypted print job for transmission to the printer [column 10, lines 16- 
37]. 

As to claim 40, Slick et al discloses decryption means for using a related key to decrypt 
the print job for use by the printer [column 11, lines 36-53]. 

As to claim 41, Slick et al discloses that the decryption means comprise a printer server 
[column 11, lines 36-53]. 

As to claim 42, Slick et al discloses that the key is used by multiple clients on the 
network [column 6, lines 8-21]. 

As to claim 43, Slick et al discloses that the key is specific to a particular user, the client 
being configured to use the key to submit the print job only at the request of the particular user 
[column 7, lines 44-61]. 
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As to claim 44, Slick et al discloses that the means for providing a key comprise a print 
server on the network [column 6, lines 8-21]. 

As to claim 45, Slick et al discloses that the printer server further comprises: 

means for storing a related key on a storage device of the print server 
[column 9, lines 18-47]; 

means for associating the key with a printer driver for the printer [column 
9, lines 18-47]; and 

means for installing the key in association with the printer driver on the 
client [column 9, lines 18-47]. 
As to claim 46, Slick et al discloses that the printer server further comprises: 

means for attempting to decrypt the encrypted print job with a related key 
[column 11, lines 36-53]; 

wherein, if the related key correctly matches the key used to 
generate the encrypted print job, the print server successfully decrypts the 
encrypted print job and causes the printer to print the print job [column 11, 
lines 36-53]. 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aravind K. Moorthy whose telephone number is 571-272-3793. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz R. Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Aravind K Moorthy/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2131 



/Ayaz R. Sheikh/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2131 



